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The Northampton Northern Orbital Route 

has proved an exceptionally 

controversial proposal and seriously 

divided opinions in the villages and 

communities close to the project. 

CPRE nationally believes that more 

major roads will simply result in more 

traffic and congestion. CPRE 

Northamptonshire does agree with this 

stance but it is important to consider 

each proposal on its worth and the 

overall benefit to its locality. In this 

proposal it is the final section in a 

defined orbital route around 

Northampton and in our opinion it would 

be prudent to implement the final link. 

It is a much needed road to address the 

very severe traffic problems in the area 

affecting the A5199, the A508 and those 

villages to the north of Northampton. It 

will address increased traffic that will 

arise from the substantial amount of 

residential development proposed for 

this part of Northamptonshire.  

 

Additionally, it will provide an improved 

link to Moulton Park. 

However, there must be due regard for 

the unique rural landscape and heritage 

of this part of the county. In the initial 

consultation, we said the route should 

minimize the extent of open countryside 

enclosed, as experience has shown that 

once a by-pass 

has been 

constructed, 

development is 

routinely 

permitted in the 

space between it 

and the existing 

settlement area. 

In our response  

to the April 2016 

consultation, we 

suggested that 

the western 

section of the 

route from Sandy Lane to the A508 

should end slightly further north to take 

advantage of continuation through the 

Pitsford Quarry site with its extensive 

tree screening. It would then avoid the 

historic setting of the scheduled site of 

Boughton Park. We are pleased to see 

that both the options put forward in the 

July 2017 consultation include this 

provision. 

We have now studied the two revised 

schemes. For the route continuing east 

to the A43 we prefer the new Option 8. 

This would give the opportunity for a 

‘rounded limit’ to the northern side of 

Moulton and most importantly leave 

open land that could be retained for 

agriculture. It would permit a 

comprehensive landscaped screening of 

the new road, protecting the northern 

limits of Moulton from both visual 

intrusion, fume and noise pollution. 

The alternative, new Option 7, close to 

the built up area of Moulton, might 

ultimately lead to long term pressures 

for development north of the new road 

into the countryside towards Holcot.  

As regards the spur road to Moulton 

Park, we prefer Spur B as it should form 

a more effective barrier preventing 

Moulton expanding towards Boughton. 

As a general principle, we have also said  

that the final link must address existing 

and confirmed development proposals. It 

should not be an opportunity to develop 

yet more housing between the existing 

settlements and the new road. 

Further, we most certainly do not agree 

that the new road should be financed in 

part by contributions from even more 

development. It is purely to mitigate 

traffic from existing and already 

committed development. 

We have strongly emphasized that, to 

help protect open countryside between 

existing settlements and the new road, 

it is essential that each affected parish 

has a Neighbourhood Plan which should 

be incorporated into and be in harmony 

with the Daventry District Local Plan. 

Northampton 
Northern 

Orbital Route  

John Day  RIBA  
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The 

[Northants] 

branch was formed in 

June 1934, less than eight years 

after the creation of CPRE.  Addressing 

that meeting, Lord Hanworth, the 

Master of the Rolls, said: “The 

invention of the internal combustion 

engine had so altered our lives and 

pleasures that there was great danger 

of the countryside being mutilated 

beyond possible recovery.” 

What I didn’t know was that John 

Betjeman had addressed this very AGM, 

sixty years ago! Digging out the 

Northants Evening Telegraph from  

4 November 1957 I found a report of 

the AGM – described as the official 

revival meeting of the branch – at 

County Hall. Earl Spencer was elected 

as President and said: “We consider 

that Northamptonshire is well worth 

preserving, though when I go about the 

county it seems to me that it is less 

spoilt than many other counties.” 

Happily, the report also included many 

of the highlights of Betjeman’s speech. 

He described Northamptonshire as “this 

most beautiful but least regarded of 

counties” and suggested that “the 

biggest enemy of CPRE is apathy, and 

its greatest friends are the eyes and 

ears of its members. Most people did 

not use their eyes and ears well enough 

and do not raise protests when lovely 

valleys and villages are spoilt in the 

name of progress.” 

“Another great enemy is the Central 

Electricity Authority who seem 

beholden to no one but their own 

chairman. They spoil scenery in 

erecting poles and say there are 

technical difficulties in putting them 

elsewhere when people object. It is 

Following over 40 years working and 

living in London and having been 

brought up in Warwickshire, I was 

stunned by the fairly unspoilt 

countryside of Northamptonshire. 

Now, after just six years of living here, 

there is not one skyline without wind 

turbines and change.   

Alternative businesses for farmers and 

landowners are supported as ethical 

investments in energy production and 

encouraged by grants. However, what 

we are seeing is the lack of evaluation 

of multiple impact assessments on the 

countryside. I hope to match local 

concerns with national policies by 

changing the perspective of this new 

use of agricultural land.  It is 

sometimes good but often an overview 

is missing, especially when it 

dramatically changes ancient 

landscapes and natural features. As a 

parish councillor it is difficult to 

influence decision making but the 

CPRE shows, through their high profile 

and consistent lobbying, that their 

influence through public opinion does 

have real results. I hope to add to that 

work by linking national and local 

issues. 

Yvonne Dean is a volunteer member of 

the CPRE Northamptonshire Tech Sec 

team. She is an architect passionate 

about domestic craft and invention. As 

a former principal lecturer she 

published three books on materials 

and construction and papers on energy 

and health after setting up the Low 

Energy Architecture Research Unit at 

the University of North London. Her 

course ‘Women into Architecture and 

Building’ gave opportunities for more 

women to become architects and then 

lecturers in architecture. She is 

currently vice chair of Welford Parish 

Council.  

Yvonne Dean - Volunteer Profile  

This is a short extract from the presentation to our AGM on  

26 September on the history of our branch given by Oliver Hilliam.  

He is co-author of “22 Ideas that Saved the English Countryside” and a staff 

member at CPRE’s National Office.  

The complete presentation can be found on our website under Campaigns. 

Plus ça change… 

clearly simple to site those beastly poles 

so that they don’t mess up villages. But 

because of apathy, the siting is badly 

done.” 

“In England I don’t think there is a 

county with better villages than 

Northamptonshire. I think the beauty 

comes about through the stone, the 

trees and the grouping of buildings, and 

also through there being nothing very 

vast and ostentatious in the way of the 

pastoral landscape.” 

In “22 Ideas” we talk about Betjeman’s 

longing for his beloved Berkshire home, 

while stationed in Ireland during the 

war. But, in 1957, he went as far as to 

say “Berkshire is not so good a county, 

scenically, as Northamptonshire” and, 

for such a well-known devotee of rural 

railways, it was high praise indeed 

when he said that “the rail journey 

between Northampton and 

Peterborough is in my opinion the most 

beautiful train journey anyone could 

take in England.”  

Typical that this line would be closed 

by Beeching in the sixties, although I’ve 

enjoyed many a great day on the Nene 

Valley Railway section, nearest 

Peterborough.  

We still have copies of Oliver’s book 

“22 Ideas” available at reduced price 

for members – please phone or email. 
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Martin Gaskell was elected 

at the AGM on 25 

September, as Chairman of 

the Northamptonshire 

Branch, in succession to Sir 

Paul Hayter. 

Martin came to 

Northamptonshire in 1989 as 

Rector of what is now the 

University of Northampton. 

Leaving after 13 years at the 

helm, he was invited to take 

up the position of Director of 

St George’s House, Windsor 

Castle. On retirement in 

2012 he returned to the 

county. He succeeded David 

Charlton-Jones as Chairman 

of North Northamptonshire 

CPRE District. 

Speaking at his first 

Executive Meeting following 

his appointment, Martin said 

that he attached great value 

and importance to what 

CPRE in the county does and 

does well: responding to 

planning applications; 

monitoring what is 

happening and reacting to 

developments in the best 

interests of the countryside; 

practical work on litter and 

increasingly high-profile 

recognition as regards local 

food. He praised the work of 

the technical secretaries, 

saying that our impact is 

strong because the approach 

is realistic, well-informed 

and highly professional. 

“Overall we do a fantastic 

amount on very limited 

resources, with such a small 

group of volunteers and one 

part-time officer.” 

However, he hoped, as 

chairman, that he could shift 

the branch to being a bit 

more pro-active: to develop 

a better articulated view of 

what we want the 

countryside to be and do in 

21st century 

Northamptonshire and to be 

in the loop with other 

organisations and initiatives 

that can make a difference 

to the longer term thinking 

about our county. 

But that means we have to 

maintain and grow our 

reputation for solid work on 

planning, which in turn 

means maximising our 

resources whilst enhancing 

our pool of expertise and 

volunteers. And so 

recruitment, support and 

engagement of the members 

and fund-raising will always 

remain high on our agenda.  

The 2017 AGM of CPRE Northamptonshire 

was the busiest and best attended such 

meeting in many years. 

The Special Resolutions tabled at the 

meeting, which the Executive 

Committee deemed essential to bring 

the governance of the charity into the 

21st century, were overwhelmingly 

carried.  All of us at the branch would 

like to thank the many members who 

engaged with the meeting, either in 

person or by sending in their proxy 

votes, to ensure that this happened. 

The presentation by Oliver Hilliam of 

CPRE National Office (featured 

elsewhere in this edition of Outlook) on 

some fascinating branch history was very 

well received.  We have only been able 

to include a small section of his address, 

so if you love the Northamptonshire 

countryside, you will want to visit the 

Campaigns section of our website to read 

the entire absorbing piece. 

We always enjoy presenting awards to 

the villages, community groups and 

schools who impressed us most with 

their litter picking this spring.  A total of 

£1,100 was awarded to six worthy prize 

winners: Brigstock, Towcester Tidy-Up, 

Blisworth, Hollowell & Teeton, 

Sudborough and Newbottle & Charlton 

primary school.  Well done all of them! 

An additional litter award this time was 

to Werner Schulze of Collyweston, whose 

litter picking efforts over many years 

(see the March edition of Outlook on our 

website) were rewarded with a citation 

and a certificate confirming his status as 

a Litter Super Hero! 

And finally, this extraordinary meeting 

covered the retirement of Sir Paul 

2017 AGM Report 

Martin Gaskell - New Chairman 

Werner Schulze receives his special award 
 - Litter Super Hero 

Sir Paul Hayter receives his  
outstanding contribution award  

Hayter and his succession by Dr 

Martin Gaskell (see separate article) 

as chairman of the branch.  Sir Paul 

received an Outstanding Contribution 

award from National Office 

acknowledging the notable events of 

his years as chairman, and a 

generous garden centre voucher from 

his colleagues and friends in the 

branch. 
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Effective Communications 

Bill Heelan 

On the 6 September 2017, I attended a communications 

course at Oakham, in Rutland, sponsored by CPRE East 

Midlands.  The course, presented by Chris Taylor and Jon 

Davies, was designed to provide delegates with the basic 

skills to be able to organise a campaign for their local 

CPRE branch. I felt that we all left with the confidence 

and basic skill set needed to plan, enact and monitor an 

effective and balanced communications campaign. I use 

the term ‘balanced’, because this was the main theme of 

the day - the concept is obvious once explained. The 

definition - “The process seeks to balance what others 

think of you, with what you think of yourself – and aims 

to elevate both”. Obviously, the ‘you’ may be applied 

personally or to your CPRE team. 

Meeting and exchanging ideas with so many other CPRE 

volunteers was a very pleasant and rewarding experience. 

A big thank you to everyone involved in this very 

worthwhile and informative day. Good luck to all the 

attendees as they endeavour to put theory into practice.  

An Evening of Carols and Music at Easton Neston  

On 14 September the Government 

launched a new White Paper - Right 

Homes in the Right Place. This is a 

continuation of the Housing White Paper 

to which we responded in the spring of 

this year.  

The main aim is to produce a single 

methodology for calculating objectively 

assessed housing need. The current 

methods have led to many battles at all 

levels of the planning system and 

therefore an agreed methodology would 

be in everyone’s interest - so long as it 

is acceptable to all. 

There are five main proposals: 

 A standard method for calculating the 

housing needs of local authorities. 

 Greater certainty for neighbourhood 

plan groups in terms of need. 

 A statement of common ground to 

improve how local authorities work 

together to meet housing and other 

Start the festive season 

with a delightful evening singing carols 

and listening to Christmas music, 

followed by mulled wine and mince pies, 

at St Mary's Church, on the Easton Neston 

estate, Hulcote near Towcester. See the 

enclosed invitation for further details.   

St Mary's is the ecclesiastical Parish 

Church of Hulcote, hidden away in the 

Easton Neston parkland, close by Easton 

Neston Hall.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity to visit a church which is 

infrequently open to the public. 

The first recorded incumbent was 

Nicholas de Grey in 1223. In the15th 

century the executors of John Bacon,  

a wool stapler, commissioned 

considerable work on the church, 

bringing the influence of the new Gothic 

style. In 1499 the village of Easton 

Neston appears to have been abandoned, 

though the Manor House remained to the 

south of the church until the late 17th 

century when the new house was built 

on higher ground by Sir William Fermor.  

With most of the parishioners in their 

employ, the Fermor-Hesketh family 

dominated the life of the church for 

several centuries.  In 2005 this 

relationship came to an end with the 

break up and sale of the estate.  

However, the church is still strongly 

influenced by the family in the many 

monuments and artefacts that remain.    

Right Homes in the Right Place 
Alan Mayes 

needs across local authority 

boundaries. 

 Making the use of viability 

assessments simpler, quicker and 

more transparent. 

 Increased planning application fees 

in those areas where local planning 

authorities are delivering the homes 

that their communities need.  

These form the basis of the 

consultation document. County 

branches will therefore be responding 

to CPRE National Office in order for a 

single response to be submitted based 

on branch views by 9 November. 

Dates for your diary 

 An evening of Carols and 

Music 

3 December, 6 - 7.30pm 

Contact Mrs Jane Kimbell, 01327 

830535 

 Planning Roadshow  

9 November, 6.30pm onwards 

Great Houghton Village Hall 

Contact Sally Hanrahan 

mailto:info@CPRENorthants.org

